
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR CARLISLE 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Carlisle held on 
Thursday, 9 May 2019 at 10.00 am at Conference Room A/B, Cumbria House, 
Botchergate, Carlisle, CA1 1RD 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr C Weber (Chair) 
 

Mr T Allison 
Mr J Bell 
Mr RW Betton 
Mrs C Bowditch 
Ms D Earl 
Mr GM Ellis 
Mr LN Fisher 
Mr W Graham 
 

Dr S Haraldsen 
Dr K Lockney 
Mrs EA Mallinson 
Mr J Mallinson (Vice-Chair) 
Mr A McGuckin 
Mrs V Tarbitt 
Mr SF Young 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Mr P Musgrave - Area Manager (Carlisle) 
Mr G Scott - Highways Network Manager 
 

  
PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

 

 
1 ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
RESOLVED, that Mr C Weber be appointed Chair of the Local Committee for the 

ensuing year. 
 
Mr Weber thereupon took the Chair. 
 
 
2 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
 
RESOLVED, that Mr J Mallinson be appointed Vice-Chair of the Local Committee 

for the ensuing year. 
 
 
3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr N Marriner and Mr R Watson. 
 



 
4 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest on this occasion. 
 
 
5 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting for any 

items of business on this occasion. 
 
 
6 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no public questions, statements or petitions to be considered at this 
meeting.  
 
 
7 MINUTES 
 
(1) With reference to minute 86(7) – Referral Re: Tarn End Hotel (Talkin) Petition 

the local Member for Brampton raised the concerns of constituents regarding 
the fence which had been erected by the Developer.  The Highways Network 
Manager agreed to investigate this matter and report back direct. 

 
(2) With reference to minute 88 – Carlisle Infrastructure Development Working 

Group a discussion took place regarding the change of use of footpaths to 
shared use as part of the cycle network.  Members were informed this would 
require a traffic regulation order and upgrading of the footpath, highlighting 
that this was cost prohibitive for the Local Committee. 

 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting of the Local Committee held on 

19 March 2019 be confirmed as circulated and thereupon signed by 
the Chair. 

 
 
8 AREA PLANNING REPORT 
 
The Committee received a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which requested members to note the budget 
commitments, grant allocations from the recommendations of its Strategic Grants 
Panel and other relevant matters relating to Area Planning. 
 
Members were informed that Councillor C Bowditch had resigned from Morton 
Community Centre, therefore, a vacancy existed for a member to be nominated by 
the Local Committee. 
 
 
 



A discussion took place regarding grant allocations and members highlighted the 
previous decision agreed by the Local Committee to help deliver the Area Plan and 
identify areas each year to support applications.  It was suggested that future 
reports should include an explanation as to what priority theme each grant 
application met. 
 
The local Member for Longtown gave a positive update on a grant of £2,000 which 
had been allocated to Arthuret Parish Council towards tackling issues around 
alcohol misuse.  Members were informed there had been an 80% reduction in 
alcohol related crime in the area. 
 
RESOLVED, that the following be noted:- 
 
 (1) the commitments made and the remaining balances within 

delegated budgets (as detailed in Appendix 1 of the report); 
 
 (2) a grant of £2,000 to Gateway4Women towards staffing and 

room hire for a dedicated fitness and dance programme; 
 
 (3) a grant of £1,000 to Wetheral Cricket Club towards replacing 

grass covers for the grass wicket; 
 
 (4) a grant of £2,000 to Cumbria Indoor Bowls Club towards a 

marketing and promotional programme with an aim to 
encourage younger members; 

 
 (5) a grant of £2,000 to Music on the Marr music and arts festival 

towards running costs; 
 
 (6) Mr J Bell be appointed as the Local Committee’s 

representative on the Morton Community Centre 
Management Committee. 

 
 
9 2019/20 HIGHWAYS BUDGET/PROGRAMME PROGRESS REPORT 
 
Members received a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which informed the Local Committee of the Highways Revenue, 
Devolved Capital and Non-Devolved Capital budget finance reports, combined with 
the highways programme progress information (detailed in the appendices attached 
to the report). 
 
The local Member for Dalston and Burgh referred to the Scheme scheduled for the 
B5299 Dalston Village and asked if this would include junction improvements at The 
Grange development on Station Road, Dalston.  The Highways Network Manager 
anticipated the proposed Scheme would include some junction improvements 
explaining that the Developer was also responsible for improvements at this 
location.   
 



The local Member for Upperby raised his concerns regarding the condition of the 
road surface on Upperby Road, Carlisle.  Whilst acknowledging this did not form 
part of the current Programme it was felt this should be included as a future priority.  
The Highways Network Manager confirmed this had been identified and would be 
considered this year if any Department for Transport finance became available.  
 
The local Member for Stanwix Urban raised her concerns regarding the deteriorating 
road surface on Brampton Road, Carlisle.  Whilst the Highways Network Manager 
acknowledged the decline in the condition of the highway network due to the lack of 
funding he explained that schemes were allocated in accordance with the 
Authority’s Asset Management Policy. 
 
The local Member for Belah raised a concern regarding the lack of traffic signals at 
the entrance to the new housing development on Windsor Way, Carlisle.  Members 
were informed that, as part of the development, it had been agreed that the 
developer would provide improvements at the junction.  The Highways Network 
Manager agreed to investigate this and report back direct. 
 
A discussion took place regarding minor tree works and concerns were raised 
regarding the maintenance of a number of trees.  Members were informed that tree 
surveys were undertaken by an arboriculturist.  It was explained that a Tree 
Management Update report would be considered at the next meeting of the Carlisle 
Highways and Transport Working Group. 
 
The local Member for Dalston and Burgh raised a concern regarding a tree in his 
Division at Raughton Head.  The Highways Network Manager confirmed he would 
investigate this matter and report back direct as soon as possible.  
 
The local Member for Botcherby raised concerns regarding highway matters in his 
Division and it was confirmed that the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure had responded to him direct. 
 
Whilst members acknowledged budget constraints they raised their concerns 
regarding the lack of dropped kerbs in the Carlisle area and how this affected 
access to local facilities.  During the course of discussion the surplus income from 
on-street parking enforcement was highlighted and it was explained this was used 
for highway related matters.  The Local Committee noted that at present this had 
been allocated for signs and lines but it was suggested that access improvement 
issues could be considered in the future.  It was agreed this matter would be raised 
at a future Local Committee Chairs and Leadership meeting. 
 
A discussion took place regarding budget allocations and the Highways Network 
Manager asked members to contact him direct with any concerns.  During the 
course of discussion it was agreed that a NMU Access Provision Strategy would be 
considered by the Carlisle Highways and Transport Working Group in October 2019.  
The Chair highlighted the positive professional advice sought from officers regarding 
budget allocations. 
 
 
 



RESOLVED, that 
 
 (1) the Devolved Revenue and Capital budget allocations for 

2019/20 and the commitments and expenditure (referred to in 
Appendices 1 and 2 of the report) be agreed and kept under 
review; 

 
 (2) it be noted the Highways Revenue budget has been split 

against various budget headings (as detailed in Appendix 1 
of the report); 

 
 (3) the programme progress information (shown in Appendix 2 of 

the report) be noted. 
 
 
10 HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP 
 
Members considered a report by the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which gave details of the meeting of the Highways and Transport 
Working Group held on 15 April 2019 and presented recommendations to the Local 
Committee for approval. 
 
(1) Minutes 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes be noted. 
 
(2) 2018/19 Highways Budget/Programme Progress Report 
 
RESOLVED, that the following be noted:- 
 
  (a) the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2018/19 and 

the commitments and expenditure recorded (detailed in 
appendices 1, 2, and 3 of the report, attached as appendix 
2); 

 
  (b) the programme progress information (referred to in 

appendices 1, 2 and 5 of the report, attached as appendix 2); 
 
  (c) the Highways Revenue budget has been split for use against 

various budget headings; 
 
  (d) the additional local transport capital budget allocations for 

2018/19, the commitments, expenditure and the programme 
progress information (recorded in appendices 4 and 5 of the 
report, attached as appendix 2). 

 
(3) 2019/20 Highways Budget/Programme Progress Report 
 
RESOLVED, that the following be noted:- 
 



  (a) the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2019/20 and 
the commitments and expenditure recorded (detailed in 
appendices 1 and 2 of the report, attached as appendix 3); 

 
  (b) the programme progress information (referred to in 

appendices 1 and 2 of the report, attached as appendix 3); 
 
  (c) the Highways Revenue budget has been split for use against 

various budget headings. 
 
(4) Parking Issues on California Road 
 
RESOLVED, that this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Highways and 

Transport Working Group. 
 
 
11 INFRASTRUCTURE WORKING GROUP 
 
The Notes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Working Group held on 12 April 2019 
were noted. 
 
 
12 MEMBER CHAMPION UPDATES 
 
(1) Armed Forces 
 
The Local Committee received a verbal update from Mrs V Tarbitt, Armed Forces 
Champion.  Members were informed that the Veterans’ Breakfast Club continued to 
flourish.  It was explained that a local Carlisle café, ‘Gone to the Dogs’, was 
providing meals for the homeless with food provided by local businesses. 
 
A concern was raised regarding the lack of any reference to veterans on County 
Council application forms which the Champion would investigate. 
 
(2) Children in Care Council 
 
Mrs EA Mallinson, Children in Care Council Champion informed members there had 
not been a meeting of the Children in Care Council since the last Local Committee.  
It was noted that a fun day for foster parents and children would take place the 
following Saturday and members would be updated at the next Local Committee 
meeting.   
 
(3) Autism 
 
The Committee received an update from Mrs C Bowditch, Autism Champion which 
included positive feedback from the Autism Week. 
 
Members were informed that the performance at the Old Fire Station had been very 
good and the creative art ‘autists’ had been enjoyed by all who had painted and 
listened about autism.   



 
The Committee noted that The Lanes Management Team meeting had been a great 
success.  Members were informed that The Lanes were looking to introduce an 
autism friendly shopping hour.  The meeting had concluded that they ‘wanted to 
accept everyone’ acknowledging ‘freedom, acceptance and equality’.   
 
The Champion had also met with teenage representatives from Carlisle Youth Zone 
who had shown a positive interest in autism. 
 
Members were informed that two County Council officers now attended Autism 
Champion meetings emphasising the importance of their involvement with regards 
to improving employment experiences.  It was explained that at a recent Autism 
Champion meeting there had been an in-depth look at the County Council’s 
Apprenticeship Scheme.  The Committee received a positive update regarding a 
member of the Authority’s Children and Family Advisor Team who had responsibility 
for employees with autism.   
 
Mrs Bowditch welcomed and appreciated her role as Autism Champion highlighting 
the opportunities it gave her, on behalf of the County Council, to develop autism 
awareness. 
 
 
13 LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR CARLISLE - FORWARD PLAN 
 
The current Forward Plan of business for future meetings of the Local Committee 
was noted. 
 
 
14 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the next scheduled meeting will take place on Tuesday 

9 July 2019 at 10.00 am at Cumbria House, Botchergate, Carlisle. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.00 am 


